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REPORT ON THE CENSUS OF PALESTINE, 1922. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Proclamation of 1st September 1922, published 

m the Official Gazette of the same date, a census of Palestine was held on the night of the 
twenty-second-twenty-third of Octoher, 1922. 

2. The instructious issued to District Governors pr.:>vided for the J ivisiou of each. tO\I'n and 
village Jlnto areas containing approximately fiv.: hundred bous~"· and to t-ach area an enume-
rator waS appointed who in the majority of cases was a Govemlllen t O fficia l. In the larger 
towns it was found convenient tQ divide well defined q uarters into a unmber of areas, :md wl~t·re 

the inbabifants of the q uarter or village in <.I uded persons of differe·!t relig ions the nu m her of 
enumerators was doubled or trebled in order to ensure th .1t e.1ch family was visi ted h,· an en u-

merator of the same faith . T hongh necessary, this procedure increased the aUJnuut of work 
entailed and added consi_9.erab1y to the difficulties of a correct tabu lation. 

Institutions having 1\ residential personnel of more thau twe::Jty persons were tre<•tt:d : L~ 

separate areas. The head of the institution Nncerncd was requested to fi ll in tht· Census Sche-
dule and to summarise the results in the form of abstract tables. This method had th e advau-
tag~ of allowing the heads 0f ecclesiastical in•titutions, hosplta ls, orphacages, boarding slhools etc. 
to cot~plete their own retu.rns which were handed to the en umerators in whose area the insti-

tution was situated. 

o. Special arrange ments were made to deal with sections of the population wh ich were uot re-
siding in auy hxed local it.v._ T b u:-, road g .. ugs were enumerated by the roa!i fore111en, ratlway 
gangs by the R ailway a uthorities, survey parties and archaeol<•gical camps by the responsible 
persons in cnargt·. The Palestine Ra:lway aurhorities also underh \•)k the enllll leratiou of all 
person'i occupying or present upon their premises during the night of the census; and the Mil-. 
itary authorities completed the particulars for all persons, both civilians aud military, resident 
in mi litary a reas. The Harbour- ~1aster ~ at H aifa and J affa enumerated all pers.:>ns within the 
port enclosures, including those on vessels. 

4 . T o each sub-district or large town, R evising Officers were appoi uted to superintend the 
arrangements and to check the results. Each enumerator v.;as allowed six days during which 
lo obtain the n~ce..· sary particulars by a house to house visrt, and on the completion of the 
schedules issUed by hl~ the figkes were tabn)ated and checked by summarising the r~ults 
in abstract tables. · These tables,. which formed ' the basis of' the tabulation of the census, were 
handed to· Revising ·offi~ ~bo were respon:iible for their ~rx:uracy. The final check: was un-
dertaken at the office of the Sn'perintendent. 

•).;-' ., ;; .... ·'· 
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5. The following table glVes the total numbers of Revising Officers, Enumerators, Areas and 
Special AJJeas for each District- ~ 

Districl 

Southern 

J emsalem-J affa 

Samaria 

Nonhern 

Revising 
Officers. 

7 

]" 

. ) 

\ 

Enumerators I 
! 

]I 1'2 

l4r) 

--- - - spec~r----

Areas. ' Areas. ' -
67 l) 

14!:! :?t•5 

(j9 19 

!:lX 6:-{ 
-- -- - - · --~---------

423 2!!G 
' 

--~·---,- ·---- · 

6. In a country which had no experience nf a census conducted on a scientific basis, it was 
t•-' be expected that considerable dificulties w<.uld be enc·ountered. .A pan from the c on~eration 
that the public habitual!~· regard wi;h suspicion the ascertaining from individuals of info:·mation 
of a pri\·ate nature, there are special dtfficnlties applicable to any territory which had pre\'iously 
form t:d ,, portion of the Ottouun Empire. 

From time to time the Ottoman authorities had ruade attempts to enutnerak the popula-
tion. The Law of 14th. August 1914 made provisinn for a census to be undertaken on modern 
lines, bnt in practice the procedure of enumeration was ..:arrie<i out by committees who extended 
their operations over a period of many months. The object of the census was not for st:.ti.-;tical 
or administrati\'e purposes. but to obtain the names and ages of persons liable- !or military 
service or with a view to imposing fresh taxation. The introductiOn of census legi,lation by the 
Palestine C ovemu:t>ut wa.o.; then· fore an unpopular measure to the urban population and in a 
lt:SSer degre~ to the mral inha.: •itants. Political agitation wa.<; also responsible for much doubt 
arising- in the ruibds of the pe••ple. By the date of the Census, October 22od, these ob,.tacles 
had been successfully removed. 

7. The total poptJ!a:ion of Palestine euumerateJ on the 23rd. of October, UJ22, v,:as 757,182. 
This total incl ude:, the military, and persons of foreign nationality. 

>' Prior to the Ceusu~ there existed no systeL. 1c arrangements for registering the popu-
lation of Palestine, but estimates had been prepared by administrati\'e officials of all villages 
and towns. lu most instances the e_stimates previously ~ade ha~ proved remarkably correct 
when compared wi.th the results of the Census, and in cases where a marked deficiency has 
occurred a second enumeration has been made, the raults of .which differ'!'~ slightly frnm the 
fust The estimates made in May 1920 and in November 1921 afford a wtdul comparison with 
the Census. The comparison is not exact, as from ~ to time villages ha~e .been tr~erred 
from one district to another. 

.. _.'I... 
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---------..,-------~--- ---- ---- ---· ' I Cen,.,us 
District. t 92o. 1 t92t . 1 t t922). 

S outhern 

Jerusalem-J affa 

138,99 4 

246,107 

I 143,267 I 200.~·20 
I 2~o.sos ! 262, , n~ 

~·,:::~, I : :::~:: ! ::::~;: I ::~:::~ 
·----- -,--- __ i _ _____ __ _ __ ---··-- ----

6 7 3. 1 9 :1 1 7 t; 1. i 9n ' 7 .'") 7, 1 " ~ T otal 
~==~=-==~=-==·--"- , _ _:_~ - · -_ 

A comparison of religious for the same pcrioc., is as iollows: - -

Religions. i 1 !1211. 
-·- ·-- - r--- -
:O.I oha m medans 

Jews 

Ch ristians 

Others 

Total 

.')t\ ,403 

66,.-)7-! 

77,801 

7,-l I 5 

- ·- -
(jj :\, 1 9:~ 

.">H5,27 I 

81,263 

7.2 I :1 

oG1,79t.i 

I 'ensns 
' l !122). 

!i :HI.~~() 

X3,7:1 -l 

7:1,1 124 

9,! 74 

7 57 ,1 ~2 

- -- -- - ---- -

9. The information a ,·ailable in regat d t ':l the pre-war p:,pnlation is an:essible from Turk t,h 
sources, and, though n ·>t strictly ace~• rate. it, pnl\·idt>s data of mt intere•;ting nature. The followmg 
record was taken in 1 !.1 I 4;-::-

Mutcssariflik of J en•salem (Southern & J erusaleru-J afla Districts:. 

M utessariflik of N ;~ b\us (District of Sarnaria). 

Mutessariflik of Acre (r\ ortheru District; 

It is dificult to ohtaia any reliable figures regarding the divi~ton of this popu~atwu into 
religions, but from other sources• the Jewish population in 1914 was c-alcul<>.ted to be H-l ,G61) 
of whom 11,660 were in Jewish Colonies a nd the remainder in towns. 

10. During the war there was a great derrease io the population of Palestine. The exactions of 
military ser:vice and the extensive policy of deportatious pursu~d by the Turks arrested the 
growth of the population and has been the cause of very numerous casualties. 1'l.us, if the 
figures quoted by Dr. Ruppin (Der Anfbau des Landes Israel, 1919) can be taken as a guide, 
the ' Jewish population·in 1914 was in Je'msalem 45-50,000 and in Jaffa' 12,000. In 1.9 16 these 
numbers had been reduced to 26,605 and 6,809 respectively, while in the colouies the effects 
of the war were probably no less severe. Since the British Occnpation numbers ?£ persons have 
.Ietumed from Syria, from. Asia Minor and from Europe. 

(') Syrien als Wirtschaftsgebiet, von Dr, A. Ruppin, 1916. 
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11. The pre-war estimate of the Christian population . was 70,000 but a proportion of the 
male inhabitants was drafted iuto the Turkish armies or deported during the war. r 

12. The only section of the popuJation from which census statistics were not obtained was 
the Bedui.n tribes of Beersheba., The chiefs were unabl~ to convince their tribesmen that. the 

' / ~ 

object of · the Census was not for the purpose of enuute;ating . the . males with a view to military 
service, and the tribes, following the precedent set, by those of Sinai Peninsula and of Egypt, 
could not be induced to fill in an amended fonn of schedule designed to suit the special 
requirements of the Beduin. As a Ceu: us could not be obtained the number~ had to be arrived 
at by estimation. 

T o ru.sist in arriving at as accurate an estimate as possible the lists nf tithe payers were 
~tilised. Tithe li ~ts exist frnm the year 19 18, and contain the name of eveq person wi.Jo pays 
tithe or who culti\'ates land within •be tribal areas of the sub-districts of Beer,;heba, Gaza and 
H ebrun. The iuf()rmation supplied by the principal sheikhs, together with the experieuce of 
administrati' r: officials iu the district, provided information in regard to the numbers of families 
in each tnbe and sub-tribe, and from the figures thus submitt~d~the Beduiu population of the 
Southern Dis•rict was calculated at 72,H9il. In the Baisan sub-district the tribes had submitted 
t•' the nsuai :'r:Hsus jlf')Ct>dnre so that for this area accurate figures are available. 

1:1. i\s a f heck upun the Beet sheba fig-ures the number of families and th<.> n umbers ol per-
~ous per fam ily in the Haisan tribal area wer~ compared with the Beersheba fig ures taken in 
l'O IIJ IIO Cti<lll . with the t:the tecurds. If this compari~ m h;,.d been accept<.>d as a basis the popu-
lation of Reersheha " ·oul (i have been largely i ncrea.~ed, but on the other hand the Baiss.n area 
1" 111 a :uore se ttkd ,·oudltlu n and is more deusdy populated. A somewhat lower ratio of 
mem bers of a famil\' tu tithe payers was therefore adopted. The difference between 
the prcwtst(lual estimate " f the population made by the District Governor in 1921 , aud the 
fig ures thu, arr i,·ed at f.,r the Reershl!ba sub-district in the census may appear some•vhat 
h~gh. but there can be ro doubt that the former estimate was much ,oo low. The 
l lttomau authorities in I ~11-! placed th~ tribal popula~ion of Beersbeba at 55,000, and since 
th at da te there ha" been a migration of t:Jibes from the Hejaz and So utheru Transjo'rdan into 
t!Je Beer.,hc~Ja area matnh· as a result of a succession of ail-equate rainfall s and ·rf pressure 
exencd b\' otht•r tribes east of the River Jordan. 

1 I. The a;.;e rdllnt. C'l n i condition and other returns for the tribal area of Southeru Palestine 
lJ ilVt: been calculated ou th ..: rati" for the remainder of Palestine. 

1 .",. I des1re tu al:kw)w!.:dge the help and assistauce given by all Rev1sing Officer:. and Enume-
• ' 

rato• s who ha\'e spared tt n efforts to ensure the success of the Census. The willing co-operation 
of these officials has lightened my own labours to a very marked degree. 1 

J. B. BARRON, 

SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS. 
Jerusalem, 
F ebruary lOth 1923. 

'· 
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Page ;-, - 1 .1ble I. 
.• 

For Tota l Jews 

For Christians, 
Northern District 

For Total Sikhs 

/ 

• 83,694 ', read 83,794. 

'19,913', read 20,9-13. 

·~·. read ~. 



TABLE I. 

POPULATION OF PALESTINE BY RELIGIONS 

_\ 

Religions. Southern District District of" District of Northern District. Total. Percentage. J eruslam-Jaa IT\\ffa Samaria. 
. 

Mot\lunednns i 100,928 ·155,333 132,453 104,176 50..,(),890 '18.00 . I ' 

Je'" -- 858 62,517 747 10,672 83,694 '4t .06 
Christi!IOS 1,120 42,685 - 2,306 19,913 73,024 9~M -
~s- 11 . 8 3 7,006 7,028 .. 92 
·SamaritaRS - p 15> - 163 ••. 02 
&ha' is - - - 1 26-i 265 .00 
Metawilehs 3 - - 153 156 .m 
·Hindus - 1,242 212 - 1,4M .19 
Sikhs - 400 3 - 808 .05 

I 
.,. -

I I I Total 200920 262,108 135,800 158,184 757,182 . I 

TABLE 11 • 
./ POPULA1'10'N OF PALESTINE !'1-IEWING TI-lE NUMBER OF PERSONS IN MUNICIPAL, VfLAGE, AND TRIBAL AREAS. 

. ·:-~ -- - ---

l I District. Municipal Areas. Villages. Tribal Areas. Total . ·' 
~them ~.400 82,622 72,898 I 

~.920 
if_ -
Jeruaalem-JafTa 138,565 1.11,500 12,073 ~ 

~o\aria 23,875 107,065 4,940 
.. 

135,880 -

I 
' • . 

Northern 56,477 88,287 13,4ID 151,184 
' . -- -

Total 264,~17 389,534 103,331 751,18,2 - --
~ ._ .. l . .. 

1 I ·- ~ercentage 34.91 . 51'.44' . .. .. .. . . 
·13.65 -.. 
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TABLE XXI.- LANGUAGES HABITU~Y SPOKEN IN PALESTINE. 
.' .. , 

~ -
\~- Language. Southern District of District of ' Northern TOTAL. . District. Jerusalcm-Jatfa. Samaria. District. 

Abyssin'n - 77 - 2 79 
. ( . 
'Albanian · - - - 5 5 

\. 
Arabic 199,982 187,490 134,606 ·135,482 . 657,560 
Armenian 

( 

5 ,. 2,758 · 25 182 2,¥70 
Bulgarian , - 33 2 1 36 
Chaldean - - - 1 1 
Circassian 3 9 - 64-'~ 656 
Dutch - 13 - 1 14 
English 48 2,341 188 521 3,098 
Flemish - 3 - - 3 
French 3 4Q.7 ... 3 ' 213 716 
German . 3 973 1 8(» 1,781 
Greek 7 1 ,044 19 245 1,315 

G~orgian 4 - • 4 - - I . 
Gipsy - 7 - - ~~ 7 
Hebrew 829 60,236 706 18,625 

/ 80,396 / 

Hindustani - 1,908 59 4 2,06-1 
.llldian Dialects - 769 1 - 770 
:.. •':_ _; 

' 
~anese , ·. - - - 1 t 

"" 
an - 318 5 132 455 

Jurlchali - - 5 - 5 
Kurdish - - 8 10 18 
Magyar 2 I 77 . 2 16 97 
Mahratti - - . 176 - 176 
Maltese - 12 - ~ 38 
Norwegian - - - 2 2 
Persian - 173 \ 1. 28Q 454 .. 
Pohsh 4 28 - 20 . 52 

(>ortugese ., - 1. - - 1 
Push tu - 31 5' ' - 36 
Roumanian - 37 l 7 45 
'Russian 1.0 ;772 4 91 tm 
Serbian - . 15 

\ 18 3 36 
' r Sudanese - 35 - - I'- - 2 37 

Spani\b 3 295 - · 59 357 
Swedish '- ' 15 2 ' 17 . 

~- -
42'V ' Syriac - - - 422 - . 

Turkish 12 314 41 ' 'li37 .634-
Welsh - - - " 

• - 4 4 
Yiddish 

. 
9 i ;401 4 532 I 1946 

Total 2(X),~ I 'li32,198 l 135,Be0 I 15&.184 l. 757,182 

J \ 
,_ 
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